Aussie Soldier – Prisoners of War

Book Questionnaire

In our first book, Aussie Soldier up close and personal, we looked at the core values of the Australian soldier. We are currently researching Aussie Soldier - Prisoners of War the second in this series. In this book we wish to tell the story of the Army’s men and women who were captured and held Prisoners of War from the Boer War to Korea. We are asking Australian soldiers who were prisoners of war to contribute to this book.

The stages of being a prisoner of war that we will examine are as follows:

· Capture

· Processing

· Daily Life

· Escape

· Humour

· War Crimes

· Compassion/Mateship

· Repatriation

We would also like to include a chapter on Australian Seamen and Airmen prisoners of war.
We invite you to participate in this book by completing, in as much detail as you like, the following questionnaire. Whilst we cannot guarantee your story will be published, we will try wherever possible to include as many stories, quotes and anecdotes as possible. At a minimum, all those who do complete the questionnaire will have their names published in the acknowledgments to thank you for your assistance. Your participation will assist in documenting part of our Australian military history and will be of value to all who read.

If you have any further questions or wish to assist in other way please contact one of the authors:

Denny Neave

Mobile: 0407615490

Email: denny@bigskypublishing.com.au
Craig Smith

Mobile: 0403162966

Email: craigedwinsmith@yahoo.com 
Questionnaires should be returned by no later than 30th July 2008 to either of the above emails or hard copies can be sent to:

Aussie Soldier

Big Sky Publishing

PO Box 303

Newport NSW 2106

Personal Details

1. Name:

2. DOB:

3. What year did you enlist and in which State?

4. What was your age on enlistment and, if applicable, discharge?

5. When did you discharge?

6. What Corps did you join?

7. What operation or deployments were you involved in leading up to your capture?
8. What is your brief military history (units served, rank, honours and awards, postings etc.)?
9. Do you consent to having your story included in Aussie Soldier - Prisoners Of War?

Your Story

When answering these questions please provide as much detail as possible. Our aim is to provide readers with an insight into what the soldiers who were made prisoners went through and share some of your experiences with them. We feel that your story needs to be told to the next generation of Australians. You do not need to answer all of the questions just those that have meaning to you.

Q1. What were the immediate events that occurred just prior to your capture?
Q2. Capture- Describe the method by which the enemy captured you. Was it an order from a superior, or a decision based on the circumstances? What were your initial emotions?
Q3. Processing- How were you treated initially? Did the enemy show compassion, indifference or other emotions? What questions did they ask you?
Q4. Daily Life- In your prison camp/s, what was the daily routine? What was the food and sleeping arrangements like? Was there any entertainment? What was the workload like? Did Red Cross or equivalent parcels arrive? 
Q5. Escape- What were the feelings and actions towards escape? Did you attempt escape and what was the result? Did you witness other escape attempts? What were the results?
Q6.Humour- How important was humour as a PW? What pranks or conversations were important or entertaining? What nicknames did you give the guards?
Q7. War Crimes- We understand that this question may be difficult and apologies if it is uncomfortable. Can you describe acts of cruelty, breaches of the Geneva Conventions or brutality shown towards our soldiers or yourself?  How did you and your mates react? Were the perpetrators ever brought to justice?
Q8. Compassion/Mateship- What acts of kindness and mateship did you witness while being a PW? What impact did these actions have on fellow prisoners or the enemy? Did the enemy show any acts of compassion to prisoners?
Q9. Repatriation- At what point did you consider yourself free? How did you hear that “the war was over”? How did your guards react to this? How were you treated by your “rescuers” or the Allied soldiers who freed/received you? How did you feel being on Australian soil and having your first beer? How did your family react? How hard was it to re-establish relationships with family and friends? How were you supported by the Government, friends, families and other agencies?
Q10. Apart from the listed chapters can you identify any other aspect of being a PW that Australians need to hear about and why?

Q11. How has your PW experience shaped your life?

Q13. Do you have any other military or personal experience/story you want told?

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. YOU ARE HELPING US TELL THE STORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS WHO WHERE PRISONERS OF WAR
